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Criminal Justice System Assessment:

Our justice system is under severe stress and current
resource limitations compromise community safety.

reported crimes per 1,000 residents
in 2017, a higher crime rate than any 
other similarly sized county in Oregon.

reported crime increase in Benton 

33%
of arrests do not result 

Methodology and results available at: bentoncountyjustice.org 

in a jail booking 
— 2 times the desired 

= 40

rate of 15 percent due 
to overcrowding at the 
local jail.

3,000
offenders booked annually into
a 40-bed local jail facility and 
40 rented beds outside Benton 
County. This overcrowding has 
led to a 664 percent increase 
in forced and early release 
since 2014.
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County in the last five years.
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Dear residents of Benton County, 

conducted a comprehensive assessment of our County’s 
criminal justice system, with the purpose of accurately 
evaluating our strengths and current challenges, while also 
providing a vision for the future of our system. Throughout 
this assessment, it became clear that the residents of Benton  

system that maintains public safety and holds people 
accountable, while also 
providing treatment 
opportunities that 
address underlying 
causes of criminal 
behavior.

Our assessment was 
conducted with the 
assistance of expert 
consultants and included public engagement opportunities, 
quantitative data analysis, forecasting methodologies, and  
reviews of evidence-based practices for preventing and 
reducing crime. Through this process, we found that our 
current system is under severe stress and current resource 

are currently failing to meet both our community’s need for 
safety and accountability as well as the desire for a system 
that recognizes and addresses the underlying causes that 
often lead to criminal behavior.

These issues have developed over time and have multiple, 
complex dimensions, many of which are outlined in this report.  

will require a comprehensive approach that includes addressing  
our aging infrastructure as well as resources to address 

improvements in enforcement, justice, and accountability. 
This includes coordinating program strategies among social 
service agencies, law enforcement, jail custody, parole and 
probation, the courts, and community corrections.

We are eager to move from this assessment to 
implementation of a comprehensive plan. However, our 
assessment acknowledges there are only a handful of 
investments that can be made with current County facilities 

and resources. Long- 
term implementation of  
the full assessment 
recommendations will  
require additional funding 
and resources, most likely  
secured through a bond  
measure. We are beginning  
implementation in 2019 by  

investing in those recommendations that are currently feasible,  
specifically Pre-trial services and the deployment of an  
industry-standard intake assessment tool as well as electronic  
monitoring; data collection and systems evaluation tools; and 
the development of a Citizens Advisory Council. 

We look forward to the coming years and fully implementing 
an effective, efficient and equitable justice system that  
improves community safety, and provides better accountability  
and treatment opportunities. We hope you join us in our 
commitment to ensuring our thriving communities now and  
in the future.

— Benton County Board of Commissioners

“  Through this process we found that 
our current system is under severe  
stress, and current resource
limitations make effective performance 
problematic. ”

Interviews with a diverse group of elected officials, 
non-profit organizations, agency heads, community
leaders and persons involved with the local justice
system. 

Literature review of evidence-based criminal justice 
systems, practices, and programs from around the 
state of Oregon and nationally.

Statistical modeling regarding population 
projections and growth within Benton County.

In-person and online surveys with over 300 
community members who self-selected into  
the survey.

Analysis of data and program reports from the  

and Juvenile Department; the Corvallis Police 
Department; and, the Philomath Police Department.
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In 2018, the Benton County Board of Commissioners and staff

  County require an effective, efficient and equitable justice 



Key Findings
• Benton County has a  higher reported crime rate than contiguous counties and other counties in Oregon of

similar size (Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Polk, Yamhill), as well as the largest gap between crime rates and arrest rates.

•

 using the 
practice of citation and release extensively.  This contributes to rates of non-compliance with court ordered 
appearances of over 15 percent — 3 times the nationally accepted norm.

• current facilities do not have adequate capacity 
 forcing the county to house roughly half of the county’s average daily jail population 

rehabilitative programs such as substance abuse treatment, mental health treatment, cognitive behavioral 
therapy, and education, which would improve long-term outcomes.

•
contemporary professional standards. In the absence of standard, validated risk/needs assessment of all 

The 
County requires an improved data collection system   and outcome evaluation process to support policy-
making and resource allocation decisions.

•  additional community social services programs   for current and  

term outcomes.

• Further evaluation should examine the system to ensure there are no systemic inequity issues for people 
of color in the Benton County Criminal Justice System.

60 –  67
the average daily jail 
population for the county 

roughly 150 percent of the 
county’s available jail capacity.

is male. is white. is in a pre-trial state.

85% 79 % 68%

AVERAGE DAILY JAIL POPULATION (ADP)



Key Takeaways
• Increasing crime rates, changing community needs, aging

levels have put the criminal justice system under severe stress.

• The community supports a balanced, equitable criminal justice

services to address underlying causes of criminal behavior. 

• Updated facilities, as well as additional in-custody and social
services programs (such as mental health treatment and

treatment and rehabilitation services.

Next Steps

assessment can be implemented without new infrastructure and 
additional funding. In 2019 Benton County began implemention 
of the following: 

• Pre-trial release program consistent with evidence-based

compliance with court-ordered appearances.

• Industry-standard intake risk assessment tool to help law
enforcement and the Courts make more informed decisions when
using the practice of early release to manage jail populations.

• Data tracking and outcome evaluation processes to support
policy-making and resource allocation decisions.

• Citizens advisory process to facilitate communication between
criminal justice agencies and the community.

• Development of a Crisis Center for community members

Additional system improvements that are vital to maintaining the 
safety of our communities are outlined in the Criminal Justice 

from a bond measure.

 Learn           more about the Justice System Improvement Program, 
or to sign-up to receive updates visit:

bentoncountyjustice.org

Watch:

https://bit.ly/2FEi0uR

2019–2020
Develop implementation plan 
(Governance, Fiscal, Facilities, Programs & Services, 
Partnership Development, Community Engagement 
& Communication)

Launch early recommendations 
(Pre-trial Services, Data Collection & Evaluation,
Crisis Center, Citizen Advisory Council)

Negotiations with potential partners

Develop preliminary design & site selection

2022-2023  
Community Engagement

Develop preliminary designs

Bond Measure

Select architects and contractors

Monitor and evaluate new and ongoing programs

Benton County Board 
of Commissioners

4500 SW Research Way
PO Box 3020
Corvallis, OR 97339-3020

bocinfo@co.benton.or.us

541.766.6800

Benton County residents require an effective, efficient equitable justice  
system that maintains public safety and holds people accountable, while  
providing treatment opportunities that address underlying causes of 
criminal behavior.  
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